NICK YOSKIN'S TWICE-
BLOWN STREET VETTE
RAISES THE OUTPUT BAR
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e won't say Nick Yoskin's

’06 Corvette intimidates

dynamometers; it just

destroys them.

“Now that the word’s

gotten around that my
Vette puts 1,437 hp to the rear wheels, many
dyno operators just send me away. Their roll-
ers can only handle up to 1,000 hp,” he says.

Yoskin's appetite for high-horsepower, twin-
turbo Corvettes began in 2006, when he
installed an off-the-shelf PTK Turbo system
on the transplanted LS7 in his '03 convertible.
“Working with that turbo kit was a like earning
an engineering degree,” he recalls. I became
an expert in top-mount twin-turbo systems for
the C5, amongst my peers on Corvette forum.
| learned about proper parts and material, heat
management, and custom funing to make a
reliable street car.”

In 2008, Yoskin started his search for an
unmodified, low-mile, manual-trans C6 coupe,
which would serve as a test bed for his autodi-
dact's engineering skills. “Most guys would
have opted for a Z06, but | had my doubts
about its aluminum frame,” he explains. “I pur-
posefully sought out a base coupe with the
entry-level 1LT interior. It was Le Mans Blue,
which was the color | wanted, and it was
in perfect condition. Since | liked the wide-
body look of the Z06, | bought Z rear quar-
ters and had them painted and installed. [ also
had Pfadt Feather Light Generation Coilovers,
Z06 calipers and rotors, and Modular Concept
three-piece wheels wrapped in Nitto Invo rub-
ber bolted on.”

Having learned from his experience tur-
bocharging the LS7 in his C5 ragtop, Yoskin
says he had serious reservations regard-
ing the stock LS2's ability to handle sustained
amounts of extreme boost. “I did extensive
research to find the right LS engine builder,
and chose ERL Performance in New Albany,
Indiana,” he says.

Specifically, he had his mind set on ERL's
Superdeck six-bolt block. This piece starts lif
as an off-the-shelf GM LS block, from which
ERL’s technicians remove the stock liners, then
install ductile iron sleeves, aluminum trusses,
and billet main caps with carbon-steel dowel
pins. Finally, they weld an outer rail and a lifter-
bore-area boss to the block to convert it from
four- to six-bolt clamping.

“The trusses we install are one of the most
unique things about the Superdeck system,”
ERL’s Seth Schasffer says, “These are not in the
factory blocks or any other aftermarket blocks
that we're aware of, and they really help [the
block] obtain a good bit of its rigidity. This truss
absorbs torsional load that high-horsepower LS
blocks see across the deck, and relieves the
sleeves and cylinders from having to take &l
that abuse. The Superdeck short-biock accom-
modates up to 2,000-plus horsepower with
other added options.”

Commissioned with Yoskin’s long-block
build as wel, ERL atuffed the Superdeck with
a Callies Dragonslayer forged-steel crank,
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'06 CORVETTE

OWNER Nick Yoskin
BLOCK ERL Superdeck
DISPLACEMENT 427 ci
COMPRESSION 9.5:1

RATIO

HEADS TEA/Trick Flow six-bolt
245cc

VALVES 2.10/1.70

CAMSHAFT Cam Motion hydraulic

roller (232-/228-deg
duration, 0.610-/0.600-in
lift, 110-deg LSA)
ROCKER ARMS Yella Terra 1.7:1 ratio
PISTONS ERL Performance
custom-selected Wiseco
forged aluminum

CRANKSHAFT Callies Dragonslayer.
forged steel
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TRANSMISSION 11 ZR1 six-speed manual,
built to “Stage 6" specs by
RPM Transmissions

CLUTCH SPEC twin-disc
DRIVESHAFT Driveshaft Shop HD
FRONT Pfadt Feather Light
SUSPENSION Generation coilovers
(single adjustable)
REAR Pfadt Feather/Light
SUSPENSION Generation coilovers
(single adjustable)
REAREND ‘11 ZR1 with Driveshaft

Shop Level 5 Ovaka 300
output shafts

FRONT BRAKES (6 Z06 calipers androtors I
REAR BRAKES C6 Z06 calipers and rotors |

WHEELS Modular Concept three-
piece forged aluminum
(19x10.5%in front, 20x13-in

rear)
FRONT TIRES Nitto Invo 285/30ZR19
REAR TIRES Nitto Invo 345/25ZR20
FUEL OCTANE 93
WEIGHT 3,480 Ibs

BEST E.T./MPH TBD
BEST 60-FT. TIME TBD

CURRENT 12,000

MILEAGE

MILES DRIVEN Approximately,50
WEEKLY
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06 =» Transplanted Grand Sport fenders
and six-pot Z06 brakes further confound
would-be model spotters. 07 =» Four-point
rollbar seems a prudent addition in light of
the car's projected 230-mph top speed.

Tuners and uploaded a custom 2.5-bar speed-
density tune to his Corvette’s factory ECM.
Aesthetically, the cabin remains a cool con-
trast to the extreme capabilities of the engine
package. Yoskin installed a Blitz i-Color boost
controller into the driver-side A/C vent, a cus-
tom A-pillar gauge pod (housing an Innovate rear lip.
Motorsports XD-1 digital gauge and an Aqua- Yoskin's next task was finding a dyno shop
mist HFS-6 flow gauge), a four-point rollbar, 2 | daring enough to measure his Corvette’s pro-
carbon-fiber-style radio bezel, and an aftermar- | digious output. “Luckily, Injection Connection in
ket stereo system. The thrones, door panels, Horsham, Pennsylvania, has a Dynocom dyna-
carpet, and headliner remain factory stock. mometer rated to 2,000-plus horsepower,”
The exterior, however, leaves onlookers he says. “The first dyno pull—dialing back
guessing whether this C6 is a base coupe, a the boost to 13-14 psi—produced 980 hp at
Grand Sport, or a Z08. For that, Yoskin thanks | the wheels, Subsequent pulls at 27 psi made
Extreme Corvette in Hatboro, Pennsylvania, 1,437 hp and 1,320 Ib-ft of torque.”

Yoskin’s future plans for his Corvette include
participating in the 2012 Texas Mile competi-
tion, where he hopes to reach terminal veloc-
ity of 230-plus mph. “I'm hoping it will be the
fastest 25 seconds of my life.”

Rest assured, his twin-turbo Corvette won't
be sitting still in his garage waiting for the
opportunity to join the “Over 200" land-speed
club. “l didn't want to build a one-dimensional
drag car-with [poor] street manners. | wanted
something 1 could still take the wife out to din-
ner quickly...make that very quickly.” verre

which painted and installed C6 Grand Sport
fenders, along with a Z06 front fascia and
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